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I. Introduction

The Joint Working group has been busy preparing the Draft Social Charter of the Americas since 2005.  The goal of the Chair is to proceed transparently and at a brisk but safe pace in such a way that, by the end of his term, we will have managed to complete the consideration of the Draft Preamble and Draft Plan of Action of the Draft Social Charter of the Americas.

The Working Group has finalized the consideration of the Draft Operative Section, and will now initiate the consideration of the Draft Preamble and the Draft Plan of Action. 

II. Mandate
During the Fifth Summit of the Americas, held in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad and Tobago in April 2009, the Heads of State and Government reiterated their support for the objectives of the Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action, which seek to provide all our citizens with greater opportunities to benefit from sustainable development with equity and social inclusion, and they urged that preparation of those instruments and the negotiations be completed by the end of 2009.

Likewise, during the fortieth regular session of the General Assembly, held in Lima, Peru, the member states adopted resolution AG/RES. 2542 (XL-O/10), “Social Charter of the Americas: Renewal of the Hemispheric Commitment to Fight Poverty in the Region,” in which they renewed the commitment they had undertaken and entrusted to the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas to work intensively to conclude negotiations on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas and its Plan of Action and to adopt those documents before the end of 2010.

III. Meetings and continuation of the work of the Working Group


The Working Group will work formally in accordance with the schedule included in this document. The Chair hopes to conclude work on the Draft Preamble during the meetings programmed for the months of September and October.  Once consideration of the Draft Preamble is concluded, the Chair hopes to begin, make headway with, and hopefully reach consensus on the Draft Plan of Action in the month of November. The attached calendar of meetings reflects the intentions of the Chair on the advancement of the work of the Working Group during the months of September through December. Additional meetings will be programmed for the months of January and February as become necessary.
As regards the preparation and consider of the Draft Plan of Action, the Chair proposes that delegations submit their proposals in writing to the Secretariat no later than November 15, 2010. The Secretariat will then compile the proposals presented into a single document for subsequent consideration by the Working Group. Informal meetings will be held to initiate the discussion on the proposals of the Draft Plan of Action, as necessary and as deemed appropriate by the Chair and the Member States.  The consideration of the Draft Plan of Action will follow the consideration of the Draft Preamble.
A schedule of the informal meetings is included in Section VI of this document, which will be held as necessary and should the Chair and/or delegations request the holding of such meetings.
IV. Negotiations

The Chair recognizes that a spirit of flexibility, friendly camaraderie, and cooperation among the members of the Working Group will be necessary if we are to successfully conclude our work in a productive and timely fashion.  Nevertheless, the Chair will exercise its power to put an end to a debate if, in its opinion, the discussions become unproductive.  The Chair also trusts that the delegations will attend the negotiation sessions equipped with instructions regarding the proposals to be addressed. 

Hubert J. Charles

Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Dominica to the OAS

Chair of the Joint Working Group of the Permanent Council and CEPCIDI 
on the Draft Social Charter of the Americas

V. Schedule of Formal Meetings (September – December 2010)

	DATE
	TIME

PLACE
	TOPICS

	Friday, September 10, 2010
	10:00 – 1:00 p.m.

Bolivar
	Presentation of Work Plan and calendar of meetings
Initial consideration of the Draft Preamble

	Tuesday, October 12, 2010
	2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Bolivar
	Continued consideration of the Work Plan and calendar of meetings

Consideration of the Draft Preamble (based on the work of the informal Working Group – GTC/CASA/doc.148/10)

	Monday, October 18, 2010
	10:00 – 1:00 p.m.

Bolivar
	Continued consideration of the Draft Preamble 


	Monday, November 8, 2010
	2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Guerrero
	Continued consideration of the Draft Preamble 


	Monday, November 22, 2010
	2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Bolivar
	Continued consideration of the Draft Preamble 


	Monday, December 6, 2010
	10:00 – 1:00 p.m.

Bolivar
	Continued consideration of the Draft Preamble 
Consideration of the proposals for the Draft Plan of Action (the consideration of the Draft Plan of Action will follow the consideration of the Draft Preamble)

	Tuesday, December 14, 2010
	2:30 – 5:30 p.m.

Bolivar
	Consideration of the proposals for the Draft Plan of Action (the consideration of the Draft Plan of Action will follow the consideration of the Draft Preamble)


VI. Schedule of Informal Meetings

	DATE
	TIME

PLACE
	TOPICS

	Friday, September 17, 2010
	3:00 – 5:00 p.m. Guerrero
	Revision of the Draft Preamble

	Wednesday, October 6, 2010
	3:00 – 5:00 p.m.

Miranda
	Revision of Chapter I of the Draft Operative Section: Social Justice, Development with Equity and Democracy 
Revision of Chapter II of the Draft Operative Section: Inclusive and Equitable Economic Development 

	Friday, October 22, 2010
	10:00 – 12:30 p.m.

Miranda
	Topics to be determined as necessary

	Friday, October 29, 2010
	10:00 – 12:30 p.m.

Miranda
	Topics to be determined as necessary

	Friday, November 5, 2010
	10:00 – 12:30 p.m.

Guerrero
	Topics to be determined as necessary
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� 	Additional meetings of the Working Group could be scheduled depending on the progress in the consideration of the topics, which depend on the proceedings and agreements reached at meetings. Some topics can be brought forward depending on the dynamics of the negotiations and agreements reached. 


� 	Following the practice of the Working Group, informal meetings are to be held without interpretation services.





